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Account of a Trip from Alexandria to Rofetta. 


[Extracted from the Journal of an Officer who ferved with the Britifh 
Army in Egypt, in 1801.] 


HE French having capitulated, and having, in confequence, 

no longer the fear of battle, murder, and fudden death be- 
fore my eyes, I projeéted a jaunt to Rofetta, and on the morn. 
ing of the oth of September, accompanied by my friend W—, 
fet out on horfeback for that place. The diftance from our 
camp (that welt of Alexandria) is about forty miles. Our firft 
flage was’ to Aboukir Bay, feventeen miles, where we had to 
crofs a ferry. Arrived on the oppofite fhore we proceeded 
about four miles further, when we halted to refrefh ourfelves 
and horfes, at an old caftle called a caravanfera, in which a few 
dragoons were quartered.—Having {laid here a fufficient time, 
we proceeded to accomplifh the remaining nineteen miles of 
our journey. ‘The road lies clofe to the fea-fide, and the ride 
would have been pleafant, had it not been for the great number 
of human bodies which were lying on the beach in different 
flates of putrefa&tion and decay. Some appeared to have been 
drowned, others killed in battle, and feveral to have been thrown 
from on board fhip in their hammocks, without having had fuf- 
ficient ballaft to fink them. About half-way between the cara« 
vanfera and Rofetta is a globular building, ferving as a fhelter 
to travellers, and clofe to it a well of tolerable water. Thefe 
wells and buildings, I am told, are to be found in certain places, 
well known to the Arabs, throughout ail the deferts in this 
country. 
-When you come clofe upon Rofetta, the eye, which has for 
Months feen nothing but the moft flerile fandy wildernefs (and 
Vol. 45, 5 E fuch 
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fuch had been my cafe), is highly gratified by the appearance 
of fome beautiful green woods and fields, which lie on the op. 
pofite fide of the Nile, in the country called the Delta, which 
is the garden of Lower Egypt, and is encircled by two branches 
of the river. The Nile is, at this place, a noble river, and adds 
greatly to the beauty of the profpef&. After enjoying this 
fcene for a few minutes, we entered the town of Rofetta. The 
entrance I thought extremely narrow, and perceiving that it con. 
tinued fo from one lane to another, I requefted an. officer (whom 
we had accidentally met with, and who was good enough to take 
upon himfelf the office of guide), to lead us more through the 
larger ftreets; but what was my furprife when he told me in 
an{wer, that we were aétually at that moment in the principal 
fireet of the town. Iam fure I {peak greatly within bounds 
when I fay it does not exceed three yards in breadth. On each 
fide there are fhops, in which were difplayed various kinds of 
merchandize. After pafling, or rather forcing, our way through 
a great number of thefe dirty lanes, we at laft, greatly to our fa. 
tisfaétion, arrived ata coffee-houfe which had been lately opened 
by an Italian. Here we were fortunate enough to meet with 
Jome old acquaintances, who held a fmall mefs in the houfe, 
which they kindly invited us to join, and it was here that I par. 
took of the firit decent (I had almoft {aid wholefome) dinner 
fince my arrival in Egypt. Having regaled ourfelves at the cof 
fee-houfe ’ti!l bed-time, we retired to the quarters of our friends, 
where I contrived to fieep very found, notwithitanding the buz- 
zing of an innumerable haft of mufquitoes. When I awoke 
in the morning, I found that the mufquitoes had been tolerably 
merciful; but, reaching my clothes to drefs, I perceived them 
to be literally covered over by a crowd of {mall fleas, which 1 
was more than two hours in clearing away. As for poor W. 
his face, when he made his appearance in the morning, was ex- 
aétly like that of a perfon violently affli€ted with the {mall-pox, 
and his whole body was inthe fame condition. After getting 
our breakfails, we fallied forth to fee the lions.—The firft place 
we entered was a mofque, in which fervice was then being pet- 
formed; but our feet were {carcely over the threfhold before three 
or four Turks came up to us, and in great tribulation pointed 
out the impropriety of our entering their houfe of religion with 
our boots on. It was in vain we endeavoured to explain tothem 
that the taking off of hats was with us an aét of equal reverence 
and humulity as the going barefooted withthem. Nothing would 
do; and, after fome time [pent in expoftulation, we were ob- 
liged to retire. During the time we did remain, however, 1 had 
an opportunity of feeing their prieft. He was hung up ina fort 
of cage, in the fleeple, or rather tower, of the molque, where 
he was hallooing as loud as the ftoutefi pair of fleniorian lungs 
Lever heard would enable him. He fecemed to ule but one 
woid; 
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word; and, when he was out of breath (which, to do him juftice, 
was very feldom), the audience were good enough to relieve 
him. This fort of devotion is praftifed every four hours. The 
place itfelf was mean and filthy in the extreme. 

In retreating from the mofque I beheld a female for the firft 
time fince my arrival in Egypt; and had it been the laft, I fhould 
have had little to regret, for fhe was not 


** Blefs’d with ftately Juno’s mien, 
Nor thap'd like winning beauty’s queen!” 


but, on the contrary, was a great tall raw-boned woman, co- 
vered with a dirty blanket, and dre“ed altogether very much 
like the [quaws of North America. She had but one eye vifi- 
ble, the remainder of her face being covered with a long thick 
cloth, which a private of dragoons very aptly and charaéterifti- 
cally denominated a nofe-bag. This cuftom of hiding the face 
is univerfal amongft the Turkifh and Arabian women in this 
country, They are not, however, all fuch formidable Patago- 
nian figures as the one I was unfortunate enough to encounter 
firlt; but I believe none of them have the {malleft pretenfions to 
beauty. 

Rofetta is very populous; but, from its prefent flu&tuating 
fate, I do not {uppofe it poflible to make a corre& eftimate of 
the number of its inhabitants; they may probably amount to 
ten thoufand : this is, however, merely conjeéture. The men 
have a general appearance of bad health, and are extremely ine 
dolent. They fit crofs-legged at their doors almoft the whole 
day, {moking, drinking coffee, and playing at a game which ap. 
pears very fimilar to chefs. The narrownefs of the ftreets L 
have already mentioned. The houfes are in general large and 
lofty ; the lower parts of them are but feldom occupied, as the 
inhabitants refide up three or four pair of ftairs for the benefit of 
the air. 

This town has a fort of police. There are watchmen wha 
parade the flreets every half hour during the night, to apprife 
the inhabitants of their fafety from fire. There are alfo large 
cillerns in different parts of the town, which are filled with wa- 
ter at day-light every morning for the ufe of the public. All 
the water drank here is from the Nile, and, though not ill-fla. 
voured, is fo thick as to be extremely unpleafant to the fight. 
They have Jooms in Rofetra with which they manufaéture coarfe 
kinds of cotton and linen. There are alfo blackfmiths, fhoe. 
makers, taylors, &c. Some of the inhabitants turn very neatly 
in ivory and wood. The machine is extremely {mall and fimple, 
and is kept in motion by the toes, which are alfo of great ufe 
to them in guiding the chiflfel. 
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Early on the fecond morning after my arrival here, I rode out 
to fee the army which had lately arrived from the Eaft Indies, 
under the command of Major-General Baird. The diftance 
was about three miles, and the road beautiful. On one fide was 
the Nile, and on the other gardens, in which were growing 
oranges, lemons, bananas, dates, figs, and grapes. The army 
fortunately were under arms; it confifled of a regiment of na. 
tive artillery, two corps of fepoys, and four Britifh regiments, 
the whole ainounting to about four thoufand men. The fepoys 
were flout aftive-looking men, were extremely clean and well 
dreffed, and had a very warlike appearance, The whole army 
was in ahigh flate of difcipline. 

During my flay here I had an opportunity of feeing the fu. 
neral of a man who had died of the plague. The body was 
preceded by fix or eight men finging a fort of pfalm-tune: the 
words they ufed I did not at that time underfland, but have fince 
Jearned their interpretation tobe, “ There is but one God, and 
Mahomet is his prophet.” <A great number of women were fol. 
lowing the corpfe, who feemed to try which could mak+ the 
moft hideous noife, In this agreeable concert, they wre joined 
by every perfon they paffed, and by all who accideniall, met 
the proceflion. Thefe boiflerous Jamentations, 1 was told, are 
only adopted when the deceafed has been carried otf by the 
plague. On other occafions they are conduéled to the grave 
with very little ceremony. There are here church-yards and 
tomb-floncs as in Europe, 





The HISTORY of ALPHONSO and ISABELLA. 
( Coacluded from Page 336.) 


E will now return to Alphonfo, who lay for fome time 

infenfible at the houfe of the curate of the varifh where 
the aétion was fought. His firft intention, on recovering the ufe 
of his recolleétion, was to write to Ifabella, and to inform het 
of his condition. But this his phyfician would by no means 
permit ; neither would he fuffer him to diftate a letter to ano- 
ther, until his health fhould be more firmly re-eflablifhed. As 
foon as he could, with fafety, be allowed to write, he difpatched 
a letter to Ifabella, informing her of his recovery, and pro- 
mifing to return home, and be united to her. He addreiled 
his letter to Aranjuez, and begged that fhe would take the earliet 
opportunity of informing his father of his fafety, and approache 
ing return. 

It is impoffible to exprefs with what mixed emotions of joy 
and difappointment, this letter was received at Aranjuez. Don 
Ambrofe now faw, in glowing colours, the fatal precipitancy of 

his 
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his daughter’s conduét, in fuffering the anxious forebodings of 
her mind to co-operate with a falie report, in plunging he: into 
the depths of monaflic retirement ; as things however now flood, 
he conceived he fhould beft confult the happinefs of all parties, 
by permitting the report of her death to remain uncontraditted, 
He therefore wrote to the curate, at whofe houfe Alphonfo was 
confined, begging that he would communicate to his gueft, with 
fach precautions as difcretion might fuggeit, the diitrefling news 
of Ifabella’s deceafe. 

This fervice the curate foon found an opportunity to perform; 
and Alphonfo, confidering that by this accident his happinefs 
was facrificed for ever, haftened his return home, that he might 
indulge the melancholy pleafure of fequettering himfelf from 
the world. On his journey he learned that his father was dead ; 
and that he was now matter of hus caftle, and large eftate. This 
acceflion of fortune added but httleto the views of bappinefs; 
“ For what,”’ faid he, is money, if we have loft thole who are 
neceilary to its enjoy ment ?” 

His firft care, upon his arrival in Spain, was to perform the 
obfequies of his father, to whom he had ever beena dutiful and 
affeflionate fon. He then endeavoured to difpel the gloom that 
hung upon his mind, by reading, and the fports of the field. 
But he foon found, that retirement is a bad remedy for the 
pains incident to refle€tion; and that even the hurry of the 
chace could not fecure him againft the intrufion of unwelcome 
thoughts. 

His friends perceived the melancholy that oppreffed him, and 
they advifed him tc travel, in hopes to fhake itoff. Of the pro. 
priety of this advice he feemed himfelf to be fully fenfible, and 
determined immediately to comply with it. He propofed to 
make the tour of Italy ; but as that part of it, which had lately 
been the fcene of fuch important tranfations, between the Ime 
perialifts and the French, was naturally the moit interefting to 
his mind, he refolved to commence his travels by the way of 
Lombardy. 

At this time, the roads in Lombardy were infefted by parties 
of difbanded foldiers, who, being without employment, and 
without bread, committed great atrocities upon travellers. Al- 
phonfo therefore armed himfelf, and a couple of fervants, upon 
whofe courage he could rely ; and, in this ftate, traveiled for 
fome time without interruption. 

One evening about fun-fet, as they were pafling over a coune 
try more than commonly mountainous, the attention of Al- 
phonfo was attrafted from an eminence which he was then dc« 
fcending, to the turrets of aconvent feated in the valley beneath. 
There was fomething particularly interefling in the fcene now 
before him. The convent flood near the bottom of a hill, at a 
{mall diftance from which, a river glided gently along; a rich 
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extent of meadow-ground prefented itfelf in front; and the 
white walls of the edifice, beaming through the foliage of the 
trees, and playing upon the water, brought to his recolle€&ion the 
defcription of “ Paraclete’s white walls, and filver {prings,”’ fo 
celebrated inthe 12th century. 

As he was devouring this pro{pe& with his eyes, and contraft. 
ing the beauty of it with the rudenefs of the adjoining country, 
four horfemen, armed with fabres, came fuddenly upon him 
from an hollow road, with an intent to rob him. 

Alphonfo was naturally brave; and as both himfelf and his 
fervants were well armed, they made a refolute refiflance. Ina 
fhort time he laid the captain of the banditti dead at his feet, and 
would certainly have put the reft to flight, had not one of his 
fervants unfortunately been killed, and himfelf, at the fame 
moment, brought to the ground by a dangerous wound, In 
this ftate he was eafily overpowered by the robbers, who after 
having rifled him of every thing valuab!e, made the beft of their 
retreat. 

Alphonfo obferving that the neighbourhood afforded but little 
chance of relief, difpatched his furviving fervant to the convent 
inthe valley, to folicit affiftance. The meflenger arrived at this 
place as the evening was beginning to clofe, and informed the 
fifter who kept the gate, that a Spanifh traveller of rank had been 
robbed, and wounded on the mountains above, and that he then 
Jay in a dangerous ftate, a fhort diftance from the convent. 

This information was {peedily imparted to the abbefs, who im- 
mediately confulted with Father Benedick, her confeflor, upon 
the meafures to be purfued on this occafion. It was agreed be- 
tween them, that the father, taking proper afliftance with him, 
fhould wait upon the wounded gentleman, and, if he found the 
cafe urgent, have him conveyed into the convent; at Jeaft, for 
that night. Upon examination it appeared neceflary to execute 
this benevolent defign to the full extent, and Alphonfo, fupported 
wpon a litter, was removed to the convent, under the direétion of 
Father Benedick. 

It fo happened, that in this convent, into which Alphonfo was 
now received, wounded, and a ftranger, Ifabella herfelf had 
taken fhelter from the florms of an adverie fortune. As it was 
not unufual with the religious of that order to which fhe be- 
longed, upon forfaking the world, and entering upon a new life, 
to enter alfo upon a new name, our beautiful heroine had adopted 
the fame prattice ; and the blooming Ifabella, was now converted 
into the devout fifter Agatha, whofe fervent charity, and un- 
affefted piety, excited the admiration of the whole commue 

nity. 

Father Benedick having provided every thing neceflary for 
the accommodation of Alphon/o, left him for the night. Inthe 
morning he waited upon the {uperior, and {ulicited permifhon to 
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take fitter Agatha to the apartment of the ftranger, that he might 
avail himfelf of that {kill in medicine, which fhe was known to 
have acquired, by her charitable attendance on the poor of 
Aranjuez, until more regular afliftance could be obtained. 

The abbefs confented ; and Ifabella having veiled hesfelf, at. 
tended the confeffor to the chamber of Alphonfo. 

Alphonfo was fo changed by ill-health, and Ifabella fo con. 
cealed by along veil, that neither party recognized the other ; 
and yet Alphonfo thought he diftinguifhed fomething particu. 
larly pleafing in her voice, and had a general recolleétion that he 
had heard it before. This induced him, after Ifabella had retired, 
to afk Father Benedick of what country the charitable reclufe 
was a native? The confeffor informed him that fhe was of 
Spain; and of a noble family. “* Her voice and manner,” re. 
plied Alphonfo, with a figh, “ are like thofe of a moft amiable 
young lady of Catalonia, whofe death I fhall ever anxioufly de. 
plore.” 

Alphonfo then, at Father Benedick’s requeft, gave him, in 
few words, the hiftory of his life; from which the father col- 
lected (but without venturing to mention his difcovery) that Saf. 
ter Agatha was that very Ifabella, whom Alphonfo fuppofed to 
be dead. 

Soon after this Alphonfo’s wound was declared to be mortal 
and Father Benedick loft no time in communicating to the ab. 
bels the difcovery he had made. It was by them judged advife. 
able, that this knowledge of the affair fhould be imparted to Al. 
phonfo only, as he might have fomething of importance to fay 
upon the fubject, previous to his deceafe; but that no notice 
fhould be taken of itto Ifabella, during the fhort period of his 
life; becaufe, by the rules of the order, fhe could not now 
be permitted either to fee him, or to hold any intercourfe with 
him. 

In a fhort time after Alphonfo’s wound was pronounced to be 
mortal, he was brought, in the progrefs of his difeafe, into that 
fla of mental tranquillity, in which the paflions are fubdued, 
without injury tothe reafon, Father Benedick availed himfelf 
of this moment, to inform him, that Ifabella was ftill living, and 
amember of that community. He received the intelligence 
with gratitude, and dmild furprize; andcalling for the imple» 
ments of writing, addreffed a few lines to Ifabella, fince he could 
not be permitted to fee her, which he requeited the conteffor to 
deliver to her after his deceafe. 

; That event took place in a few hours; and Father Benedick, 
in the prefence of the abbefs, prefented to Ifabella the tollowing 





letter: 


** When you receive this letter, the hand that writes it will 
be no more; but the affection that infpires it, can never die. 
Father Benedick will relate to you the circumftances of my 

death, 
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death, and by what accident I came into this place. The intel. 
ligence which that father has imparted to me, with refpeé& to 
you, imprefles my mind with religious awe. I approve of the 
life in which you are engaged, and asa mark of my approbation, 
bequeath my eftate to found a convent of nuns, in this neigh. 
bourhood, of your own order ; over which I would have you 
prefide, as the firft abbefs. Iam urgent in this requeft ; and, in 
the confidence that it will not be denied, take leave of you af. 
feiionately. 
* Your faithful 
** ALPHONSO.” 


I pafs over the feelings of Ifabella upon receiving this letter, 
as circumflances that cannot be defcribed. ‘The hand-writing, 
with which fhe was weli acquainted, and fome particulars men. 
tioned by Father Benedick, and known only to Alphonfo, and 
herfelf, left no doubt upon ber mind, but Alphonfo was the au. 
thor ; and fhe promifed {crupuloufly to comply with his inftruc. 
tions. 

The remainder of this ftory may be comprifed within a nar. 
row compafs. 

Father Benedick now prepared to carry into execution the laf 
wifhes of Alphonfo. He informed the bifhop of the diocefe of 
the intention of the deceafed to ere€&t a convent, and of the 
funds he had bequeathed to raife and endow it. The bithop 
obtained a bull from Clement VII. to found a convent of nuns, 
of the order of St. Bridget; and a difpenfation enabling If- 
bella to quit her own community, and to take the direétion of 
this. 

A [pot of ground about a mile diflant from the old convent, 
romantick, and beautiful in the extreme, was feleéted for the 
new one. It was foon finifhed under the infpeétion of Father 
Benedick, and filled with ladies of diflin&ion, principally from 
Spain. 

Ifabella, now abbefs of St. Claire, lived many years, refpefed 
for her adherence to the rules of her order, and beloved for her 
engaging manners. She often declared fhe experienced, fhe 
had no doubt, more real happinefs trom the life the then led, 
than fhe could poflibly have done from the moft profperous con- 
dition in the world at large; and defired the fifters, whom 
fhe called her children, to take notice of the ways, by 
which providence had drawn her to himfelf ; and made ber mil- 
fortunes, and thofe of Alphonfo, the inflrument of much good 
to others. 

Within the precin@s of the convent was a {pring remarkable 
for the clearnefs of its waters. Here, under the fhade of fome 
elm-trees, which afforded a fhelter from the fun, Ifabella ufed 
frequently to retire, attended by her ladies. On thefe occa- 
fions 
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fons fhe would difcourfe to them of providence, and a fu 
ture flate; and exprefled her firm perfuafion, that thofe cons 
nexions which were virtuous in this life, would be continued in 
the next. 

The father of Ifabella having now no children to fucceed 
him, bequeathed his fortune to the convent of which his daugh- 
ter was the head. This benefaétion was confidered as a fecond 
foundation, and the convent of St. Claire became the moft cele- 
brated religious retreat in that partof Italy. 

After a life well {pent, Ifabella died. On her death-bed fhe 
defired that fhe might be buried inthe fame tomb with Alphonfo. 
This favour, in confideration of the obligations the fociety owed 
to each party, was readily conceded. 

His remains were therefore taken from a neighbouring church 
where they had been depofited, and interred, together with thofe 
of Ifabella, in the chapel belonging to the convent. A magni- 
ficent monument was erefted to their memory, which is ftill in 
being, and often vifited by the religious. In their epitaph they 
are entitled, ‘* The Pious and munificent Founders of that 
Houle,” and their hiftory was written by Father Benedick, and 
is preferved in the convent. 

When a proper interval had elapfed, Ifabella, for her exem- 
plary piety, was canonized. The fpring, to which fhe ufed fre- 
quently to refort, became a favourite with the ladies of the con- 
vent. It was denominated St. Agatha’s Well; and the waters 
of it, are faid, by the ignorant, to work miracles. 





Particulars of an Examination for Child-Stealing. 
ARTHA LUKE was brought on Thurfday, Auguf 8, 


1805, before the magiftrates at the office in Hatton Gar- 
den, charged with ftealing Henry Watts, a male child, aged fe 
venteen months, 

Grace Watts, the mother of the child, depofed, that fhe was 
the wife of William Watts, now captain’s cook on board his 
majelty’s fhip the Canopus, one of Lord Nelfon’s fleet. She 
lived in Bifhop’s-court, Chancery-lane, and, during her huf- 
band’s abfence, fhe attended a gentleman of Gray’s Inn Cham- 
bers, wafhed and chared, &c. On Saturday, about eleven 
o'clock, fhe fent litthke Henry with his brother William, a very 
fine boy, about five years old, along with James Bentley, a 
neighbour’s child, of about the fame age, to play, ad take the 
airin Lincoln’s Inn-fquare. In a little more than an hour after, 
her fon William came running to her to Gray’s Inn, crying out 
that a middle aged woman, in black, had run away with litle 
Henry. She immediately went to the police office, to give ine 
formation, and, about one o’clock, was informed the child was 
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in St. Ann’s workhoufe, Soho. She went there, and found 

the child, almoft naked, with only his tittle fhirt, fhoes, and ftock. 

ings. The reft of the cloaths, hat, frock, petticoat, &c. he had 

been flripped of. P 

William Watts, the boy, ftated, that while they were playing 
in Lincoln’s Inn-f{quare, the prifoner, whom he pofitively fwére 
to, came up, and, taking the hand of little Henry, faid, “ Let 
us run alittle;” he took his other hand, and they ran ai little 
way ; fhe then brought them into Holborn, and fhewed them the 
White Stag, and the Golden Bee-hive, and, after coaxing them 
a little farther, fhe bought fome cherries for them at the corner 
of Eagle-ftreet. She then brought them into Red Lion-fquare, 
and, looking at the boys, told them their hands and faces were 
dirty, and defired them to go wafh themfelves at the pump, to 
which fhe pointed, and fhe would in the mean time take care of 
little Henry. While the two boys were at the pump, the prifoner 
took the opportunity of abfconding with the child, whom fhe 
afterwards flripped, as it is fuppofed, and left expofed in the 
ftreet. 

James Bentley, the other boy, gave a ftmilar teftimony ; they 
were both about five years old, and gave their evidence with 
fingular precifion and confillency. They defcribed the per. 
fon of the prifoner exaftly, and {poke pofitively as to her iden. 
tity. 

Elizabeth Park flated, that about eleven o’clock on Saturday 
fhe was going through Lincoln’s Inn-f{quare, and obferved the 
three children and the prifoner at the bar, running towards Hol. 
born, and as he pafied, fhe remarked to the prifoner, that the 
Jittle one, meaning Henry, could fcarcely run tn that manner. 
Not fufpe&ting any thing improper, fhe went on about her 
bufinefs; fle was pofitive the prifoner was the fame perfon 
fhe had feen with the children on Saturday. She then worea 
black bombazine coat, which fhe had afterwards pawned; 
but which, when produced to the witnefs, fhe {wore to be the 
fame, being remarkable for fome plaits tied together with a 
firing. 

George Watfon, a pawn-broker, proved, that in the forenoon 
of Monday, the prifoner came to his fhop, and pawned fome 
baby linen wiih him, which, when he produced, the mother 
identified to be litthe Henry’s coat, petticoat, &c. 

It further appeared, that on Tucfday evening, about four 
o’clock, little Bentley was fent into Chancery-lane, with a mefe 
face, and he tmmediately ran back to his mother, crying, 
* Memma! Mamma! I faw the woman that took away little 
Henry.”’—Tibe mother and fome neighbours proceeded dire&ly 

to the flreet, when they obfe:ved the prifoner fitting on the fteps 
of a coffee-houfe door. A mob colleéted, and fhe was taken 
into cuflody, and dragged, amidft the acclamations of a furrounde 
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ing multitude, to the police office, and as fhe paffed, having heard 
the nature of the offence, hundreds of mothers vented impreca- 
tions upon her head, and would have torn herto pieces, but for 
fome more prudent perfons prefent, who wifhed juftice fhould 
take its due courfe. 

The prifoner did not attempt to make any anfwer to thofe 
charges. During a long examination, fhe ftood at the bar with 
her elbow refting upon it, and her face covered with her hands ; 
fhe frequently feemed to cry. She appeared to be a woman of 
between forty and fifty years of age, with very full black eyes, 
thin vifage, fharp nofe, and fallow complexion; her arms were 
much tanned by the weather, and fhe was fomething above the 
middle ftature. She wore an old black velvet bonnet, long ftiff 
ftays, and cotton fhawl, with a black petticoat, and had neither 
gown nor fhoes on. ‘The police officers recognifed her as an 
old offender; fhe had been tried upon three fimilar indiéiments 
the feffions before laft at the Old Bailey, and convitted. 

She was ordered to be committed to Newgate for the pre- 
fent, and brought up again for further examination ona future 
day. 

Three other women were brought up, charged on fufpicion 
of fimilar offences ; but, upon inveftigation, the charges againft 
two of them proved groundlefs : the third, of the name of Fyfe, 
was committed to the houfe of corre€tion, as a vagrant, being x 
well known peft in the neighbourhood of Holborn and Saint 
Giles’s. 





CHARACTER and ADVICE ef JONAS HOBSON, 





By the late Revs. Wittiam GIbpin. 


N old man, whofe name was Jonas Hobfon, had fupported 
a large family with induftry, and had endeavoured to bring 
them up in the fear of God. He inftru€ted them with all the 
knowledge he had himfelf, but chiefly gave them that beft ine 
firu&tion—a good example. He went conftantly to church, 
read his Bible on Sundays, was gentle and kind to every body ; 
was never known to {wear or to get drunk; and prayed morne 
ing and evening for God’s blefling on himfelf and his family. 
Worn out at length by age and hard labour, and finding death 
approaching, he called his fons together, who were now young 
men, and raifing himfelf in his bed, he thus {poke tothem: 
What little advice I could give you, my dear children, has, 
I hope, by the blefling of God, kept you thus far honeft and 
fober. I am now going to be removed from you ; and as Ihave 
no worldly goods to leave among you, I have called you round 
my death-bed, to give you my laft blefling and advice; which 
§ Fe will 
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will be a better legacy to you if you will keep it, than if I had left 
you my houfe full of riches. This is a very wicked place in which 
you live. People feem to have loft all fear of God. What fwear. 
ing, what drinking, what lying,and wickednefs of al] kinds, dowe 
fee! When I was young,there were no fuch doings. Thechurch 
was then followed more, and the ale-houfe lefs. Juflices then 
would not fuffer fuch fhameful work, and inn-keepers durft not 
entertain a gueft in church-time. But now, as if ale-houfes 
were not enough, what a number of wicked pot-houfes has the 
Devil fet up in every part of the parifh! Good Lord! it is 
enough to make one’s hair ftand on end to hear of fuch doings, 
There is hardly a part of the parifh where you may not find one 
of thefe bad houfes, Here the Devil keeps fchool. Here he 
gets together wicked people; who draw in poor lads, and teach 
them to curfe and to fwear, to go after cock-fights and barrels of 
beer, and to negle& both their bufinefs and their church. Good 
Lord! I often wonder the earth does not open and {wallow them 
up, as yon read in the Bible it once fwallowed up fome wicked 
people. I have often, my dear fons, warned you againft thefe 
vile houfes, and I believe you have never yet frequentéd them. 
But 1am now going to leave you. What temptations you may 
afterwards meet with, God knows; but I hope my dying words 
will fink deep into you. Depend upon it thefe bad houfes are 
the beginning of all wickednefs. Many a poor lad might have 
done well, if he had not been drawn into thefe wicked places. 
Look at thofe, I befeech you, who frequent them. You will al- 
ways find them idle profligate people; efteemed by nobody, 
and doing good to nobody ; fuffering their poor families, if they 
have any, to grow up in rags and naftinefs. Then again, look: 
at thofe who frequent the church. Generally fpeaking, you 
will fee them orderly induftrious people, who have either led 
good lives, or have left off their wickednefs and become good. 
I beg of you, therefore, my dear fons, and charge you on my 
bleiling, that while you live in this world, you will obferve thele 

two things: Follow the church, and avoid the pot-houfe. You 

will then be inthe way of learning good, and out of the way of 

Jearning evil. And though you have but little of this world’s 

wealth, I hope Ged’s blefling will attend you, and when this 

world ends he will carry you to a better.” 

The old. man having faid thefe words, fhook his fons affece 
tionately by the hand, prayed for God’s blefling upon them, and 
then defired that nobody might interrupt him in his laft moments. 
He then turned his face to the wall, lay quiet and compoled, 
was often feen to lift his hand gently to Heaven, and once or 
twice to ftretch it out, and grafp the hands of his fons, who fat 
round him in filent forrow. Thus he lay about two hours, and 
breathed out his pious foul at nine o’clock that evening. He 
had been fo good a man, that the parfon, without being defired, 
gave 
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gave him a fine charaéter on Sunday ; and as they were going 
out of church, one of the people faid, he wifhed that charaéter 
was his. The parfon overhearing him, turned round and afked, 
“ Why then, Thomas, don’t you make it fo?” The parfon aftere 
wards {poke to the ’fquire, and they joined together and put up 
a ftone over his grave with this infcription:—* Here lies the 
body of Jonas Hobfon, formerly of this parifh, now a farnt in 
Heaven. He was a pious man, and fet a good example to a 
wicked place. You, who did not follow his example during 
his life, follow it now after his death, and the Lord will yet be 
merciful unto you. His mortal life began July 3, 1705; his 
immortal life January 19, 1779.” 








Defcription of a magnificent Entertainment given at Peier/- 
burgh in Fune, 1805. 


Written by a Spectator. 


Am juft returned from witneffing the moft fplendid fight I 

ever beheld; the fete given by the Ruffian merchants to the 
emperor and court, on the occafion of the firft ftone of a new 
exchange being laid by Alexander. That part of the ceremony 
I unfortunately did not fee; it was very grand I am told, but 
nothing uncommon. At the dinner, which took place imme. 
diately after, I was prefent, and confidering all the circumftances, 
I really think nothing thort of the fkill of Pack or Mab could 
have created fo great a metamorphofis in fo fhort a time. 
The hall where we dined, fix days before you would not 
have walked acrofs without great caution; it is a cuftom-houfe, 
warehoufe, and our temporary exchange. On entering it, we 
found the dirty way we had been accuftomed to fee, elegantly 
painted with wreaths of flowers, trophies, landf{capes, &c. and 
decorated with flags of all the European nations except France. 
The effe&t was beautiful beyond defcription. 

At three the emperor came; the native merchants on one fide 
and the foreigners on the other, formed a pafflage for him and 
his court, and after drinking brandy and eating bread (the cuf. 
tom of the country before dinner), the banquet was ferved to 
upwards of four hundred perfons. The table was femicircular; 
the emperor and court at thetop. To defcribe the ftews, hathes, 
and ragouts, would require more knowledge thaa belongs to the 
ingenious Glafle, or the accomplifhed Failey. Suffice it to 
fay, that the Merlins of the kitchen exhibited more varieties, 
and performed more wonders on fith, flefh, and fowl, than had 
ever been done before. To fay that a river of Tokay flowed 
through the room, the fober decency of truth will not allow; 
but that the moft coftly wines of all countries were in great 

plenty, 
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plenty, may be faid without being influenced by their effe&. 
Of the fruits there were orchards of cherries, vineyards of 
grapes, waggon loads of peaches, plumbs, pines, melons, &c, 
In fhort, all that a garden affords was concentered in this baunt 
of the merchants. But do not let me furget the temples of bar. 
ley fugar, the groftoes of almond-cakes, the pyramids of ice, 
the farcophagi of ‘jelly, the [phinxes of blancmange, o1 the lakes 
of punch. The Egyptian taffe every where predominated, 
An immenfe crocodile concealed in its belly conferves of every 
fort, and was intruth a perfe&t magazine of candied fweetmeats 
and fruits. If we wanted liqueurs we had only totap an Ifis, 
who emitted a rich and prodigal ftream, which, had Homer tafted, 
would have have cured him of mentioning the neétar of Jove. 

A ftately and well-preportioned Ofiris was eaten down per. 
feftly to the ftumps, and the Sphinx did not pine away for grief 
at the folution of her riddle, but perifhed in 2 natural way, be. 
fore the attack of fome hungry ftomachs. Nor was the company 
compofed of lefs variety than the dinner. The emperor and 
his court were covered with flars and diamonds; the men wore 
long coats and long beards; they were a mixture of moft na. 
tions. The Tartar, Chinefe, Coffack, and Britifh traders were 
interfperfed with the Rufians; each had his own coftume, 
according tocuflom, About twelve ladies, confifling of two 

emprefles, grand ducheffes, &c. were prefent. 

The expence of this entertainment will be about 80,000 rubles 
(30,000], flerling) which you will not be furprifed at, when I 
tell youthat two cherry trees alone coft 1000 rubles, about 125], 
and that every thing was in the fame proportion. 

I muft cut fhort my defcription; but let Englith luxury rival 
it if it can; and afterthis, for Heaven’s fake let us hear no more 
of alord mayor’s fealt. 


REMARKS on the SOCIAL VIRTUES. 


NIVIL fociety isthe very quinteffence, as it were, and indif- 
foluble bond of human life; and it is impofhible for any 
one to fucceed in the commerce of the world, as he could wih, 
to acquire a jult, exquifite, and fatisfa@tory knowledge of him- 
felf and others, who does not Cultivate the talents, and fludy to 
polifh and form his mind and charafter with thofe accomplifh- 
ments which contribute the molt effentially, to our mutual inno- 
cence and delight, freedom and advantage, as citizens of the 
world at large. 

That fpecies of virtue which is folitary and private, refeme- 
bles the retired and felfifh bird of night, which, as unable to en- 
dure the day-light, the brightnefs which irradiates the face of 
plain or embellifhed nature, throughout her charming and ade 
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mirable works, remains concealed in the darkeft receffes, as if 
obftinately reluétant to fee herfelf expofed in her true, proe 
per colours, as if blufhing at her own native uglinefs and defor- 
mity. 

Heaven never defigned that moral, induftrious man, the influe 
ence and impulfe of whofe natural temper and difpofition fo 
powerfully prompt, and induce him to be converfable and coms 
municative, fhould, like the itiff and cynical, the ftrange and 
truly pitiable Diogenes in his tub, in his auftere garb of pre. 
tended fan&timonioufnefs, live to himfelf alone. The noblef 
and greateft defert and worth, if latent, only glimmer with the 
faint luftre of a diamond, before it has received the nicer touches, 
the brilliant ornaments and graces, from the fkilful hand of 
fome excellent workman, fome mafter eminent in his art, which 
render it fo inviting, efumable, and honourable an objeét, fuch 
as to ftrike the curious eye, and command the particular atten- 
tion and admiration of every fpeftator endowed with tafte and 
judgement. 

That virtue which is of a focial and public charaéter, find its 
proper bufinefs and full employment, not on!¥ im the folid and 
durable engagements of difinterefted friend{fhip, but in the ftill 
more laudable exercife and difplay of extenfive generolity, in 
the kind and condefcending offices of courtefy, affability, bene- 
volence, and beneficence, and in refolved and perfevering endea« 
vours fubftantially to ferve and oblige men of all conditions 
and degrees, by giving them our afliftance if wanted, and by 
gratifying their defires, fuch as may be thought moderate and 
reafonable, whenever an opportunity of aéting prefents itfelf. 
This is to cement together the tender charities of life—to bind, 
in the ties of reciprocal intercourfe and affection, the disjoined 
members of this our lower world—this is to provide and fe. 
cure a large revenue, the accumulated produft, a more’ come« 
plete and perfeé& joint-ftock of mundane happinefs, which 
every individual of the fociety may fairly put in an equal 
claim to. 

‘Good breeding and uncorrupted good fenfe and reafon fhould, 
nay muft and will, ever join. Neither of thefe truly excellent 
qualities or principles (for fuch I beg leave to call them, being 
deeply rooted inthe foul, and ferving as a fort of fecret {pring 
to regulate her motions,) can ever be oppofite to, or interfere 
with, the other; —and I believe it will ever be recognifed as an 
eftablifhed maxim, that merit, however folid and undeniabie, 
however vaft and extraordinary, is rendered flil! more attractive, 
more beautitul and agreeable, when embellifhed with the very 
ufeful charms and graces, the honeft arts of true and genuine 
politenefs. 

By good breeding, I do not mean an unwearied attention to 
the common forms of civility, fuch as conlifl merely ina glofly 
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furface and exterior—and fli!] lefs that foolifh impotence of 
mind which can take pleafure in the pride, pomp, and circum. 
ftances of ridiculous pageantry, or in the meretricious glare and 
tawdry embellifhments which we daily fee exhibited by the mi. 
nions of fortune and their fervile copyifts, and Jeaft of all in the 
finical and fantaftical affeétations where with fo many blockheads fo 
over-aét the part of the real fine gentleman, as to transform them. 
felves into the completeft coxcombs; but I mean that rare feli. 
city of gentle good humour, that modeflty of fentiment, that 
chearfulnefs of heart, that fweet amiable temper, and perfeGion 
of mind and manners, which is the very life and foul, the be. 
witching charm of all civil fociety (which, like the learned and 
judicious Ariflippus of old, whofe accomplifhments in conquer. 
ing the human heart were fuch, that his perfonal converfation 
has been held out by the ancients as a perfe& pattern and whole. 
fome memorable example of univerfal civility), can recommend 
itfelf, with a natural eafe of addrefs and manner, to the various 
charaéters that occur in real life, in the vulgar as well as the po. 
lite world—which, if neceflary, can become a polutropos, as 
was Uly fles among the Greeks, or all things to all men, as a {ae 
cred writer expreffes it, ina moft elegant manner. I meana lau. 
dable ambition, a true and fincere defire to excel in every de. 
{cription of fuch refpe&tful devoirs as others have a tacit right to 
demand of us; and all thisto be decorated and enhanced, with a 
certain agreeable and infinuating air diffufed through all our words 
and a¢tions. 

Neither by good fenfe, do I mean a favage {kill in barbarous 
terms of art, the multitudinous accumulation of varnifhed {craps 
of undigefted knowledge, pedantic fragments of quodlibetical 
learning, {craped together without referve, difcretion, and re- 
fleftion; nor even that kind of fcientific inftruétion (the necef- 
fity and utility of which are not difputed,) which may be learned 
in fchools and colleges by dint of reading and ftudy, and to the 
acquirement of which nothing is wanting but a competent gee 
nius or capacity, and a reafonable fhare of application; bu I 
mean that exatt knowledge of decorum, and the ari of living, 
which can adapt our different occupations and purfuits in the 
various arts and [ciences, and even our domeftic employments, 
to their proper and reipeétive ends and ufes ; which teaches us 
to correét and conceal our own impertinences and infirmities, 
and to excufe and have indulgence for thofe of others; which 
inculcates it as a maxim to be nice and curious in our choice of 
company, and ever prefer fuch as is genteel and rational, which 
can obferve a proper medium betweena blunt rufticity, an im- 
pudent prefumption on the one hand, and a blameable timorouf- 
nefs on the other: in a word, it requires the conjunétion of al- 
moft al! the virtues, intermingled with a due proportion of ace 
complifhments, and to be exerted in all thie offices of civil life:— 
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like a fkilful chemift, who can extraét the effence of many plants 
in the moft complete manner, “*»concenter them in one {mall 
phial, and caft away the refufe.” 

The advantages attendant on. this heavenly temper; both to 
ourfelves and our conneétions, are almoft incalculable. Ati even 
and mild temper beft enables us to difcharge every duty Of the 
man and the Chriftian. 





BO ON... 4:0: 2, 


EAR the town of Market Dravton, in Shrophhire, is. a 
1 public-houfe, called the Four Alls, which are. feverally 
reprefented on the fign-board, the firft three by a king, a parfon, 
anda foldier ; fromthe mouth of each iffues a defcriptive label : 
the monarch fays, “© I govern all;” the ‘divine, “*: L.-pray for 
all;” the foldier, “ I fight forall;” and John Bull, in a wag- 
goner’s frock, flands, archly exclaiming, “> But I pay for all!” 


th oe 


ACCOUNT of the MOCKING.-BIRD. 








HIS well-known inhabitant of the woods of North Ame- 

rica is faid to be fo fhy, that if atry -—perfon -difcovers its 
neft, and only looks at the eggs, it immediately forfakes it. The 
young ones require. great care in being bred up m confinement. 
If they are taken from the mother, and put imo a cage near the 
place wherethey are found, the feeds them for a.few days; but 
feeing no hopes of fetting them at liberty, the at laft flies entirely 
away. 

It often happens that the young ones foon after die, and doubt. 
lefs in a @reat meafure from the lofs of their natural food. It 
is, however, a fuppofition among the common people, that the 
laft time the mother brings food, the finds means to poifon them, 
in order the fooner to deliver them from fluvery and wretched. 
nefs, Thefe birés remain all the fammer-in the colonies, but 
retire in the autumn to the more fouthern parts of America, 
where th y pa(s the winter months. 


Anfwer, by Triangularius, of Everfhot, toW, Tucker's Queflion 
inferted March 6, 


ER queftion is confituted a re@angled AA, which to find the 
~ breadth of the river proceed thus: fay as ©0° 30'}480 yards 
++ 29° 3¢"3271,5 yards, the breadth required. 

: ad" A. fimilar anfwer has been received from R. Maffett, of 
Oaitaih, 


Vol. 45. 
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Anfwer, by P. Mafon, of St. Stephen's, to S. Moore's Charade, inferted May 27, 


F right I am, and find it true, 
Tis IVYBRIDGE will anfwer you. 


*+* We have received the like anfwer from William Gard, of Gittifham; 
2 oe Adey,and J. Lewis, of Poole; G, Hann, jun. of Stoke Abbot; Adrianus; 
. Walaron, of Lyme Regis; J. Reynolds, jun. of Cullompton; and 
. James,-of Hinton Sc, George. 


Anfwer, by J. Waldron, of Lyme Regis, to A. Kyne’s Charade, inferted May 27. 


BIRD'S-EYE, Sir, ’tis very plain, 
Ts {urely that which you do mean. 





o We have receiyed the like anfwer from T. Adey, and J. Lewis, of 
Poole ; and G. Hann, jun. of Stoke Abbot. 





=P 


Anfwer, by J. Channon, of Ottery, to J. Chubb’s Rebus, inferted June 3. 


SIE. by your lines I underfland, 
) MARCHIONESS is the title grand. 


+++ Similar anfwers have béen received from William Gard, of Gittifham; 
T. Adey, and J, Lewis, of Poole; T. Wotton, of Newton Bubhel ; H. Prati, 
of Luppit; and Adrsianus. 





A CHARADE, by T. Rutger, of Clowance, 
MONG the cries of London town, 


Sagacious wits, one right expound, 
My firltyou’lI then untold ; 
My /att are oft at races won, 
Where hundreds of [peflators run 
To fee who clears my whole: 
There you may view the rich and debonair, 
The young, the old, the witty, and the fair. 





An ENIGMA, by W. H. Nottle. 


N gloomy convent, or in dreary cell, 

Where pious monks and holy hermits dwell, 
I’m never feen; but fearch the world around, 
In focial circles I am daily found. 

I rich and poor, peafant and prince befriend, 
Alike to each my foothing aid I lend ; 


But tho’ in palaces I claim a place, 
I often bear the token of difgrace; 
¥et ftrange to teil I may, in flriétefl fenfe, 
Be deem’d the feat of perfe& innocence. 
Tho’ happy they, the happied of their kind, 
Whom love uniies, and Hymen’s tetters bind, 
Imperfe& is their blifs *till me they need, 
When I appear then are they bleft indeed; 
O’er me they anxious bend, in me behold 
Treafures more valu’d than the mifer’s gold. 


9 POETRY, 
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For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


TO SENSIBILITY. 


HOU chord, in wnifon with love divine ! 
Whole heaw’nly found fo elevates the foul; 
What an enchanting energy is thine ! 
How fweely delicate thy fmooth controul! 


At thy foft note fell cruelty will fly, 

With pale remorfe and bafenefs in the rear; 
And by his own defiru@ive weapon die, 

In the dread realms of comfortlefs defpair. 


Why flarts Philander? Ah! why fuch amaze 
Stamp’d on his front? Ab! why that earneft gaze 
Of fireaming pity from thofe tender eyes 
Lo! ’tis a mutilated wreb he fees, 
FaW’n to the ground beneath the tufted trees— 
Sce how it flruggles !—{ce, alas !—it dies ! 





The CURATE’s PETITION. 


ITY the forrows of a ftudious breat: 
While a poor curate fupplicatesattend : 
Fat plauralifts, and heads wita mitces deck’d, 
Condole with me, and be a [cholar’s friend. 


Life’s early morning dawn’d-with promife fair: 

Bright rofe the fun, and gilt the flowery fcene ; 
Gaily I drifted down the flatt’ring tide, 

Nor dream’d the black-wing’d ftorm would intervene. 


Sent by fond relatives to Eton’s bowers, 

wi, tipp’d each jocund hour that flits along ; 
hen relaxation gave the welcome fpace, 
I {pent the time in mufic, dance, and fong. 


My friends were fuch as bore a noble name 3 
I lodg'd my fecrets ina Mar-gilt break ; 

Thofe friends I hop’d would future patrons prove, 
And fancy’s golden vifions made me bleft. 


In queft of facred lore to college fent, 
There I indulg’d preferment’s gilded dream 5 
Bright reveries illum'd my mind, whilft I 
Saunter’d belide, dear Cam! thy claffic flream. 


My gay compecis, their Mudious term expir’d, 
As intereft, or as pleafure lur’d they row'd ; 

Haften'd to court, and bent the fupple knee, 
Or rang’d, fair Ltaly | thy vales belov’d, 


Yes, all are gone, and left me to my fate, 
To live unpatroniz’d in this dull cell ; 





Sherborne. B. AYRES. 
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Far from the world, and all its bright rewards, 
With poverty and folitude I dwell. 


To foothe my cares a tender friend is mine, 
Nor Albion’s iffeican boaft aloyelier ntaid; 
This lucklefs hand tranfplanted the weer flower 

In colder foil, to bloffom in the fhade. 


Kind providence, to blefs the nuptial {cene,; 

Has giveti two lovely girls—two black-ey’d boys— 
Ye cherubs! would but fortune deign to {mile, 

How warm my:tranfports! how fublime ty joys! 


Fond friends | infleadof fcientificlore, ; 
Had ye but taught me fome mechanic art, 
Then a fufficiency had grac’d my, board, 
And pangs Jike thefe had never pierc’d my heart. 


No views ambitious ever fill’d my mind ; 
A competence gemeel was all say plan ; 
But what, io times fo pregnant. with expence, 
Ah! what, jufl Heavens! are fixty pounds per ann? 


Oft as in ruffles. weeds I (cour along, . 
In difapt chapel haftily.co pray ; 

By nod fedtce natic’d of the a throng; 
Tis but the curate! every child will fay. 


Ah! not forme the'harvet yields its {tore, 

The bough-créwi’a thock in vain attraéts my eye ; 
To labour doom’d, and deftin’d to be poor, 
soe I pals the field, I hope, not envious by. 


——~ Wherar the atrar forptice-ctad f fland, 
The bridegroom's joy draws forth the golden fee, 
The gift I take, but dare not clofe my hand, 
The f{plendid prefent.centres notin me, 


Ye who have wealthy livingsto béflow, 
Your humble poor pétrttoner rezard 5 

Then fhal!l my warmett prayers for you afcend, 
And Heaven. the,deed benevolent reward. 


Haverhill, May 29, 1805.‘ JOHN WEBB. 








— pk. 





The ECLIPSE of tie SUN. 
[From the Perfian of Achmed Andeibeili, By Charlés'Fox.] 


Wy hers fhade, where beams the orient light ? 
Where blooms the lovely role without a thera? 
Is there a day. without fuccceding night! 

Is there a’ man to no misfortune bora 2 
Is there a fulean freé from cares of flate ? 
Is there a vizier free from anxibus dread? 

Is there a chicttaias with fuccefs elate, 

Where fortune hangs not on afprder’s thread ? 

Is there a fea unrwfiled bya form, ' 

Or rock-fene’d fhore unbeaten, by, the main? 

Is there a a fky no tempefls e’er detorm, 

Or cloud that melts nog into falling rain ? 
Ev’n now the glorious fun eclipfed I fee; , 
Deep funk in fhadows, lo! his beams decay’s 
Why then fhould profperous fortune favour me, 
Thro’ life’s dim circle with a cloudlefs ray ? 
Grant me, juft God! a calm unfetter’d mind, 
A humble heart inall to thee refign’d. 













































